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Letter From the Chair

Dear Friends and
Neighbors:

Wishing you a great start
to the fall as we enjoy cooler temps,
which have certainly made this
weekend’s kids’ soccer games more
enjoyable…for both players and
spectators! Hard to believe that the
annual VMA Halloween party is right
around the corner – scheduled for
Sunday, October 30, from 3 to 5:30 p.m.
in the Turner Lane cul-de-sac; we look
forward to seeing all of you and all those
creative costumes. As always, great
music, food, and beverages – for all ages
– will add to the festive atmosphere.
 
In other news, as most of you already
know, we are saying goodbye to our
wonderful Village Manager Niles
Anderegg, whose last day is this coming
Friday. We will miss him and thank him
for his tireless work on behalf of all VMA
residents. The Council is currently
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interviewing candidates for both the
Village Manager and Assistant Village
Manager positions. As always, the five-
member Council is available to you
should you have any questions or
concerns. Our emails and phone
numbers are listed at
https://martinsadditions.org/about/cou
ncil_and_staff.php and in the current
and about-to-be-released new edition of
the VMA resident directory (the latter
being Niles’ legacy project).
 
With gratitude,
 
Andrew 

Calendar of Events

Thursday, Oct. 20 - VMA Council Meeting
Sunday, Oct. 30 - Halloween Party
Monday, Oct. 31 - Trick or Treating!

Martin's Matters Spotlight: Halloween Party

https://martinsadditions.org/about/council_and_staff.php


Notes from the Village
Office

Village Council September
Meeting Highlights

 
The Village Council received
the Building Administrator's
report about ongoing building
projects in the Village.

The Village Council received a
report from the Treasurer on
the FY23 financial situation.
Expenses and revenues are as
expected. 

The Village Council heard
reports from both the Ethics
Committee and the
Community Engagement
Committee. The Ethics
Committee requested that the
Council look at amending the
ethics ordinance to cover all
Village Committees. The
Council directed the Village
Attorney to draft an ordinance
to refer to the Ethics
Committee. The Community
Engagement Committee
thanked everyone who
showed up to the Movie Night
and is planning for the
Halloween event. 

The Village Council reviewed
a draft of the Annual Survey
and received feedback. The
Council will finalize the
survey and send it out in
October. 

The Village Council received
the Village Manager's report,
which provided updates on
Village operations and
walkability improvements.
The Village added speed
bumps on Summit, Shepherd,
and Cummings in August.
The Village Office is preparing

Village of Martin's Additions
Agenda for Council Meeting
Thursday, October 20, 2022,

7:30 PM
 

 
The Council may entertain a
motion in open session to enter into
a closed session, in accordance
with Section 3-305(b) of the Open
Meetings Act (Maryland Code,
General Provisions Article).
 
7:30 PM Call to Order: Kauders
 
7:31PM Building Administrator's
Report: Lohmeyer
 
7:36 PM Opportunity for Council to
Hear Residents' Comments:
Kauders
 
7:41 PM Committee Updates:
Kauders
 
7:51 PM Financial Matters,
including Treasurer’s Report:
Alexander
 
8:01 PM Manager’s Report: TBD
 
8:06 PM Opportunity for Council to
Hear Residents’ Comments:
Kauders
 
8:16 PM Adjournment: Kauders
 
*Please note: Listed times are
approximate.



for the transition to a new
manager. 

 
*For more details on any of these
items, please click on the link to the
audio recordings below. The full
minutes of this meeting will be
shared with the community after
being approved by the Village
Council.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=tXXcFKO-Ors

Telling Our Stories

The Mayor and Gracie, a Story of
Survival, Resilience and Love

edited with love by the Blander-Levine family (Jeff,
Michelle and Rosie)
 
“Meow, meow, meow…”
 
It was a beautiful summer evening in June 2010. Keith Allen, longtime resident and
referred to “The Mayor” of VMA, went shopping for a suit for David’s eighth-grade
graduation at the Jos A. Bank Clothing Store on the corner of Connecticut and Manor
Road. The shopping trip started off innocuously enough. He found an open spot and
parked in front of the Galaxie Dry Cleaner. As he started off toward the clothing
store, thinking about which formal suit might be best for David, Keith heard several
faint meows. Soon enough, he spotted several small furry tails sticking out by the
bushes near the dry cleaner, belonging to four cats. 

Keith learned from the employees at Galaxie that these furbabies were strays, born
just a few days before a two-foot snow storm in December of 2009. They had lived
ever since under the temporary mobile trailer unit that was home to the dry cleaner.
They were a family of survivors, and provided much love and sense of community for
those who cared for them. Soon after, Keith started his twice daily trips to provide
food, comfort, and protection to the family of stray cats over the next few years.
Forming a particular bond with the sweet, loving, and endearing gray cat, known
affectionately as Gracie.

Visiting Galaxie and the family of stray cats, in particular Gracie, became a cherished
tradition for Keith and his boys David and Riley. However, in January of 2011, they
had great concern for Gracie and her now extended family, as a severe weather front
was approaching that would be better known as the “Commutageddon” in the DC
region.

Keith especially was concerned by this pending storm given his longstanding work as

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tXXcFKO-Ors


a community weather reporter, supported by equipment that monitors barometric
pressure conditions in the backyard of his home. His passion to share information
about pending storms and weather patterns was first inspired as a young boy after
winning a contest sponsored by a local D.J. at WNBW, currently WRC-TV. Winning
the contest afforded Keith an opportunity to read a live weather report while
accompanied by his loving mother. Many years later the local D.J., Willard Scott,
became the nationally famous TV and radio personality. Mr. Scott even thanked
Keith in a signed personal letter, after seeing an article in The Washington Post
highlighting his inspired service to the community.

Fortunately, Metro Ferals, a small local non-profit group dedicated to sheltering and
releasing strays after following humane protocols for Shelter, Neuter, Return (SNR)
went into action. By doing so, the beloved cat family were soon all vaccinated and ear
tipped, identifying them as being fixed. But most importantly, they were given
temporary shelter during the very dangerous storm before being returned to their
local neighborhood. Afterwards, all seemed to be back to normal for a while, with
daily visits and cherished moments. At times, the cats would disappear for days on
end, but to the great joy of their caretakers would always soon return with plenty of
meows and displays of affection.

Yet, Keith knew the life of a feral cat was a very tough one. Perhaps it was his years of
community service during the Vietnam War period or own rugged upbringing with a
single mom, Keith knew in his heart, Gracie and the entire family would eventually
need to find forever homes. Knowing they would frequently cross Connecticut
Avenue at night by the restaurants in search of food or shelter from the severe cold or
oppressive summer heat simply became too much for Keith to think about, causing
too many restless nights of worry. So, despite some misgivings about how Gracie
might get along with Mikey, Keith’s other beloved furbaby, the decision was made to
bring Gracie home and find placements for all the other members of Gracie’s family.

As fate would have it, shortly after making the decision to bring Gracie home, in the
Spring of 2012, she disappeared again. But something was very different this time
around. While the entire extended family was located, Gracie was nowhere to be
seen. It was beyond gut wrenching to think something happened to his Gracie. Keith
who had befriended the local security team and police patrol, eventually had
discovered through local surveillance cameras and other forensic evidence that
Gracie had been taken to a nearby shelter. He found Gracie! 

However, to be entirely sure that Gracie the cat, who by now had become so
accustomed to being around humans, did not have another home, Keith placed signs
and a $1,000 reward for any information leading to Gracie’s owner. There were no
respondents. However, as fate would step in once again, Keith had won a grand prize
raffle. He used part of this prize to help vaccinate, shelter, and find forever homes for
the rest of Gracie’s extended family. 
 
Now more than a decade later, you can find "The Mayor" and Gracie out on the front
steps of “Purradise” or by the backyard weather station at the cul-de-sac on Turner
Lane. The Mayor will gladly share more cherished memories and stories of his
beloved furbabies Chris, Mikey, and Gracie. But also, his great love of community
and belief that despite various differences, we all have many things in common that
weave us together. These connections include love of family, for some their devotion
to beloved pets, and a desire to help their neighbors and benefit our community. In
his current role as Chair of the VMA Community Engagement Committee, Keith
contributes to planning some of neighborhood’s longest standing events, including



the annual Fourth of July celebration and Halloween parade.
 
So next time, when you walk down Turner towards Chevy Chase Local Park and see
"The Mayor" sitting out front with Gracie by his side, please don’t hesitate to ask
Keith, who this past year celebrated his 80th birthday, about any and all things
regarding community, furbabies, and of course the weather. He will be delighted to
chat and share stories. Especially about how a brief errand to buy a graduation suit
would begin a several years long odyssey, culminating in soulmates being united, and
finding true love after a 70-year wait. Per Keith: “A fur ball, with a clipped ear,
crooked tail, moth eaten, and some extra toes. The most beautiful sight in the world.”

Council Corner: Why do things take so
long?

By Arthur Alexander, VMA Treasurer

Why can Village plans and programs take so long to
implement? For example, it took something like five years between the original
planning for new streetlights and installation of the new LEDs. My current example
is the proposed new sidewalks for Brookville Road.
 
Two years ago, the Walkability Report noted both the heavy pedestrian use of
Brookville Road. sidewalks and their poor condition; they were crumbling, narrow,
and had no protective curbs. Village canvasses just reinforced these concerns.
Pedestrian safety and walkability were the most highly cited concerns.
 
The problem is that Brookville Road is a state highway; any work on the sidewalks
requires coordination with and approval by the State Highway Administration
(SHA). In addition, if you walk down the length of the road, you will notice that the
surveyor’s markers denoting the Village boundaries sometimes show the sidewalks to
be within the Village while others place them outside. Not only that, these boundary
lines are not reliable because the reference points date back to colonial times and are
constantly being updated; the state would require a new survey.
 
Despite these problems, two events coalesced earlier this year that seemed to allow



progress; the Village had hired a traffic engineering company to produce drawings
and studies to implement the Walkability Committee recommendations; and, in
February, the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC) announced plans
to install new water lines in the neighboring municipalities Sections 3 and 5, and
along Brookville Road. The latter would require repaving the roadway and sidewalks
where new lines enter Village homes.
 
We asked our contractor, The Traffic Group, to produce plans for improved
sidewalks along Brookville Road. as part of the repaving. The Village submitted plans
for wider, protected sidewalks to the SHA for their approval as part of the ongoing
WSSC project. After months of review, the SHA tentatively approved the plans. We
were on our way.
 
Not so fast! It now turns out that the water lines just installed in Section 5 failed the
required pressure tests; it has taken months to find and correct the leaks, delaying
the project. The delays impact Martin’s Additions because the work now runs into
colder weather when the asphalt plants shut down. The Brookville part of the project
will be postponed until next spring.
 
Now we are looking at March 2023 when WSSC resumes work and possibly May
when it arrives in the Village of Martin’s Additions; it will then tear up the road and
sidewalks and install the new pipes; when they complete that part of the job, we will
rebuild the sidewalks to our more walkable specifications. By then, if all goes as
planned, it will have been three years since we seriously started looking at the
problem. So, you wanted to know why it takes so long? Stuff happens.

Building Blocks

TO: The Council at the Village of Martin’s Additions
FROM: Doug Lohmeyer
DATE OF MEMO: September 15, 2022
SUBJECT: Building Administrator’s Report

3506 Bradley Lane

Demolition and building permit applications were submitted to the Village office.
The Village issued the building permit on Dec. 9, 2021. The Wall Check indicates the
walls comply with the approved Site Plan and Village Code. Work is progressing.

3419 Cummings Lane

The staff has had discussions with the applicant’s engineer about removing the
existing house and constructing two new houses. The property is two lots, 6 and 7,
recorded in 1919. The staff has sent some basic comments to the engineer.

7200 Delfield Street

The new homeowners propose to add a porch, with steps and a patio on the eastern
side of the new house. The staff has met with homeowner and their designers. The
homeowners have submitted plans to the Village. The staff has reviewed the non-
vegetative analysis and the proposed plans. The contractor is addressing the Village’s
comments. They have also installed new plants along Delfield and Taylor St. and
added an arbor along Delfield. A right-of-way license agreement is being processed.



120 Quincy Street

The homeowner submitted plans to the County and the Village for review. The
application proposes to construct several additions at the side and rear of the existing
house. MCDPS issued their building permit on Jan. 5, 2022. The Village issued its
permits on Feb. 6, 2022. Exterior work has begun.

151 Quincy Street

The existing house appears empty and the Village believes the existing house will be
torn down and replaced. The property owner submitted a concept plan that is being
reviewed by the staff.

162 Quincy Street

The new homeowner is making interior improvements to the existing house and has
said the existing house footprint will not increase. They have recently regraded the
lawn along Quincy St., which caused erosion to collect in the Village street. The
sediment has since been removed and sediment control measures are in place. The
County MCDPS inspector in monitoring the situation. The homeowner is planning
on building an 8-inch high retaining wall along the front of the property and is
discussing the location with the staff. A Village right-of-way license may be required.

3500 Raymond Street

The homeowners are considering several additions to the existing house. They have
applied to the MCDPS and to the Village. The staff has completed the initial review
of the application and sent comments to the applicant.

3511 Raymond Street

The homeowner plans to build a patio at the rear of the house and enlarge the ex.
walkway at the front of the house. A non-vegetative variance may be required for the
front yard improvements. They have not submitted an application to the Village.

3504 Shepherd Street

The homeowner plans on constructing an addition at the rear of the ex. house. They
have not submitted an application to the MCDPS or the Village.

7200 Summit Avenue

The homeowners submitted a Variance Application for additions to the existing
house. The variance was approved by the Council on July 16, 2020. The MCDPS
issued their permit on April 12. 2022. The Village issued its building permit on April
26, 2022. Work has begun.

 3507 Turner Street
 
The homeowner plans to build a new addition at the rear of the existing house. The
existing house is exempt from the Village Code. However, the addition must comply
with the Code’s minimum side yard setback. The Village approved the variance for
the side yard setback on April 6, 2022. The applicant submitted a building permit



application to the County on June 22, 2022, but has not applied for a permit from
the Village.

Heard on the Sidewalk 

Weather

October is possibly the nicest month of
the year for pleasant temperatures, low

humidity and leaves changing
color. Temperatures are very

invigorating for outdoor activities. There
are many mild sunny days and clear cool

nights. Average rainfall is 3 inches.
Normal high temperatures start off in

the mid-70s at the beginning of the
month and drop to the mid-60s at the

end. On Oct. 15, 1954, Hurricane Hazel
passed close to Washington, DC and
Reagan National Airport recorded a

wind gust of 110 mph and a sustained
wind of 98 mph, an all-time record for

Washington, DC. On Oct. 10, 1979,
National Airport recorded around 1/2
inch of snow with some of the suburbs

recording 3 inches. As much as a foot of
wet snow fell in the Blue Ridge

Mountains just to our west, causing
many tree limbs to break and wires to

come down. And just 10 years ago,
Hurricane Sandy caused power outages
in our area at the end of October, so it

hasn’t always been a tranquil month. But
there will be plenty of days this October

to experience Mother Nature at her
best. Please enjoy the beautiful fall
foliage later this month, which will

extend right into early November. You
don’t have to travel far to see dazzling

color—we have it all right here in
Martin’s Additions.  

Let’s Keep the Food Drive Going

Our Village food drive continues at a
good pace but every donation makes a

difference.

Please leave your gifts in the box by the
stairs to the Village Office or by the front
door of the Brookville Market or on the

porch at 3406 Turner Lane. We will take
things to Manna as expeditiously as

possible.

Thanks to all who make this effort a
success.



Chevy Chase At Home Brings Neighbors Together

CC@H is a member organization providing social and educational programs to
neighbors of all ages and support services to seniors. You can learn more at

www.chevychaseathome.org.
 

Join Us for Our Online Events Open to the Community
 

Present at the Creation: A Chat with Susan Stamberg, Founding Mother
of NPR

Join us for an engaging conversation with Susan Stamberg moderated by John
Ydstie. Nationally renowned broadcast journalist Susan Stamberg is Special

Correspondent for National Public Radio. Stamberg is the first woman to anchor a
national nightly news program, and has won every major award in broadcasting. She
has been inducted into the Broadcasting Hall of Fame, and the Radio Hall of Fame.

Beginning in 1972, Stamberg spent 14 years as co-host of NPR's award-winning
newsmagazine ALL THINGS CONSIDERED. Then, for three years, she hosted

WEEKEND EDITION/Sunday. Stamberg now reports on cultural issues for various
NPR programs, with a special emphasis on visual arts. Presented by Chevy Chase At

Home.
 

Tuesday, October 11, 1:00 – 2:00 PM
Register today at www.chevychaseathome.org/content.aspx?

page_id=4002&club_id=559717&item_id=1771265&event_date_id=255
 

Do You Want To Assist Seniors in Our Community?

Have you considered volunteering with Chevy Chase At Home? Would you like to
spend an hour or two each month assisting a local senior? Join us for a session that

will offer valuable insights into effectively providing services to local seniors
including rides to medical appointments, tech help, minor repairs, and household

tasks.
 

Thursday, October 13, 1 – 3 pm.
Please register at www.chevychaseathome.org/content.aspx?

page_id=4002&club_id=559717&item_id=1771124&event_date_id=255 or contact
us at info@chevychaseathome.org to learn more.

 
The Dying Constitution with David K. Shipler

Conservatives deride liberals for believing in a “living Constitution” that can be

http://www.chevychaseathome.org/
http://www.chevychaseathome.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=559717&item_id=1771265&event_date_id=255
http://www.chevychaseathome.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=559717&item_id=1771124&event_date_id=255
mailto:info@chevychaseathome.org


applied to contemporary issues with little regard for the Framers’ intentions. But
conservatives, it is argued, are subjecting the document to such pinched

interpretations as to starve the Constitution of its vitality in a modern world of
heightened sensitivity to the transcendent principles of civil liberties. Add the

campaign to undermine elections, and we have a nation at the crossroads where
constitutional democracy meets the impulses of authoritarianism.

 
David K. Shipler is a Pulitzer Prize-Winning Author and Former Foreign

Correspondent of The New York Times. He writes online at The Shipler Report
(http://shiplerreport.blogspot.com) and is the co-host of the podcast, Two Reporters

(http://www.tworeporters.org/). His books include A Country of Strangers: Blacks
and Whites in America, The Working Poor: Invisible in America, The Rights of the

People: How Our Search for Safety Invades Our Liberties, Rights at Risk: The Limits
of Liberty in Modern America and his latest book, Freedom of Speech: Mightier

Than the Sword. Presented by Chevy Chase At Home.
 

Tuesday, November 15, 2022, 1:00 PM until 2:00 PM
Register today at www.chevychaseathome.org/content.aspx?

page_id=4002&club_id=559717&item_id=1772747&event_date_id=255

Keep our community walkable; please patronize the businesses in our Village!
 

Please also keep in mind these "Friends of the Village:"
A Wider Circle

Chevy Chase at Home 
Friends of the Library, Chevy Chase Chapter  

Live and Learn Bethesda  
Manna Food Center 

To receive e-notifications from the Village Council, the committees, and the Office
(i.e., any official communication from your Village government), please fill out the
Village Contact webform. This is the best way to receive information on Village
business (e.g., Council and Committee meetings), services (e.g., waste pickup and
snow removal), and events (e.g., the 4th of July Celebration or the Movie Night in
the Park).

The VMA monthly newsletter is distributed to the Village on the last Monday of the
month. If you wish to submit an article or news item for the newsletter, please
submit your item by 5 PM on the preceding Friday. Any article or news item must
meet the VMA newsletter criteria. Policy No. 09-16-01-Policy for Contents of
Martin's Edition Newsletter
Please note:

The Village Office does not administer the VMA neighborhood listserv (a Google
Group). To receive listserv emails, please contact Bill Lebovich
at architecturalphoto@mac.com

Village of Martin's
Additions

7013 Brookville Rd, Suite B,
Chevy Chase, MD 20815-3263

Contact Us
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301-656-4112


